MATERIALS SELECTION/COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT

Objective

The Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library is committed to serving the informational, educational,
cultural and recreational needs of all patrons. The Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library strives to
provide all individuals in the community with carefully selected books and other materials to aid in the
pursuit of education, information, research, pleasure and the creative use of leisure time.

Due to the volume of published materials, as well as the limitations imposed by budget and space, the

library must have a selection policy with which to meet community interests and needs. The materials
selection/collection development policy is used by the Library Director in the selection of materials and
it also serves to acquaint patrons with the principals of selection. The Library Bill of Rights, Freedom to
Read, and Freedom to View statements, formulated by the American Library Association, have all been
adopted by the Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library Board of Trustees. The Library’s collection policy
follows these prevailing professional guidance documents.

Responsibility for Selection:

The responsibility for the collection and selection of materials rests with the Library Director operating
within the framework of the polices approved by the Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library Board of

Trustees.

Criteria for Selection:

The main points considered in the selection of materials are:
popular appeal/demand

relevance of material
existing library holdings

budget
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material shall be removed from the collection except under the procedure for Challenged Material

adopted by this board of trustees.

De-Selection (Weeding)

Materials present in the collection that appear to no longer meet the selection criteria will be removed
from the collection. Books that have not been checked out in five years will be reviewed for de-
selection. Special attention will be paid to materials which by their nature become obsolete quickly.
Physical condition and space restraints may also affect the decision to retain or discard. Certain items
may be retained as reference materials even if they do not circulate regularly.

Materials removed from the collection will be first offered the Friends of the Library for the annual book
sale to the community. Materials may then be offered to regional institutions such as senior centers,
other libraries, prisons, hospitals, or shelters. Materials may also be sold to Better World Books, Book
Prospector or another purveyor of used books. Any materials not distributed in this way will be recycled

if possible, or discarded appropriately.

1, 7 (2
(e plewtoe ,2016Dy the Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library

Adopted this 1 v dﬁz day of

Board of Trustees.

/ f L W\L@ Z /(_,L,/'L .

Jame&jGero President




